
Year 1 

Autumn Term 

Can we use toys to find out 
about the past? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



In this unit children will 
Key 

question  
Substantive knowledge – 
Introducing children to basic historical facts, events, and figures. This 
includes teaching children about key historical events, significant historical 
figures, and everyday life in different historical periods. 

 

Disciplinary knowledge 
Children are introduced to basic historical concepts such as sequencing 
skills, understanding cause and effect, comparing, and contrasting 
different historical periods, analysing primary sources (such as 
artefacts, documents, and pictures) and developing and appreciation 
for historical context and the ability to ask questions about the past 

 

 1  
• Know that events in history have happened in a specific sequence or timeline. 
• Know what how the passage of time is represented through chronological order. 

 

• Practice sequencing pictures of themselves at different ages to create a 
timeline of their own personal history. 

• Develop skills in identifying and ordering pictures based on chronological 
order, from earliest to most recent. 

• Explore the use of visual aids, such as photographs, to understand and 
represent chronological sequences. 

• Begin to develop vocabulary related to chronology, such as "before," "after," 
"earliest," and "latest." 

• Begin to understand the importance of chronology in historical study and 
how it helps us understand the past 

Key vocab  History historical events timeline sequence ‘chronological order’  chronology before after earliest latest  past   

 2  
•  Know that the toys they have played with have evolved and changed since they 

were babies. 
• Know some examples of the type of toys children play with at different stages in 

their own timelines  

• Practice sequencing pictures of the toys they have played with from when 
they were babies until now. 

• Develop skills in identifying and ordering pictures based on chronological 
order, from the earliest toys to the most recent ones. 

• Explore the use of visual aids, such as photographs of toys, to understand 
and represent changes over time. 

• Reflect on the reasons why certain toys may have been popular at different 
stages of their lives. 

• Begin to develop vocabulary related to historical concepts such as "past," 
"present," "old," and "new." 

• Begin to understand the importance of studying changes over time to gain a 
deeper understanding of history and society 

Key vocab • Sequence chronology order stages timeline before after earliest latest past  present old new baby toddler  teenager popular  

 3 • Know that historical sources are materials or artefacts from the past that provide 
information about historical events, people, and cultures. 

• Know different types of historical sources, such as photographs, documents, 
artefacts, and oral histories. 
 

• Practice asking questions to explore the past and understand how toys have 
changed over time. 

• Learn about different types of historical sources and how they can be used 
to answer historical questions. 

• Explore the use of primary sources, such as photographs of old toys or 
interviews with older family members, to learn about changes in toys over 
time. 



Key vocab • Historical source ‘primary sources’ artefact documents photographs ‘oral history’  past lifestyles interview now then same different questions materials plastic metal wood  
electric battery  

 4 • Know that toys have changed over time and may be different from what their 
grandparents played with. 

• Know of some the similarities and differences between toys from different 
generations. 

• Know some ways in which society, technology, and culture have influenced the 
types of toys available. 

• Explore the concept of historical comparison between their own toys and 
those of their grandparents. 

• Learn about the importance of asking questions and gathering evidence to 
understand historical changes. 

• Practice using personal experiences and family stories as sources of historical 
information. 

• Discuss the idea of continuity and change over time in relation to toys and 
play. 

• Begin to develop skills in comparing different generations of toys and 
understanding the reasons for differences. 

Key vocab Historical source ‘primary sources’ artefact documents photographs ‘oral history’  past lifestyles interview now then same different questions materials plastic metal wood  electric 
battery technology  available  generation compare similar different  

 5 • Know that toys from different time periods reflect the lives of the people who played 
with them. 

• Know that the toys available for rich and poor children in the Victorian Era 
• Know that the reasons for this were linked to the cost of the materials that they were 

made from at the time and know that this is different now 
• Know the differences between where rich and poor children played in the Victorian Era 

• Explore the concept of historical artefacts and how toys can serve as artefacts 
from the past. 

• Practice examining Victorian toys as historical artefacts and considering what 
they can tell us about the lives of children in the past. 

• Discuss the differences between toys for rich and poor children during the 
Victorian era and speculate on the reasons for these differences. 

• Reflect on the ways in which studying toys can help us learn about social and 
economic inequalities in the past. 

• Begin to develop skills in interpreting historical artefacts and drawing 
conclusions about the past based on evidence. 

Key Vocab • Era time period  rich poor materials cost cheap expensive artefact Victorian wood lead ceramic metal evidence conclusion  

 6 • Know some different ways to present their learning about toys from the past • Explore various methods of showcasing what has been learned about toys 
from the past, such as creating posters, presentations, or displays. 

• Practice summarising key information about historical toys in a clear and 
concise manner. 

• Learn to use visual aids and props effectively to enhance presentations or 
displays. 

Key Vocab • Present summarise finding conclusions presentations displays poster facts 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Year 1 Spring Term 

How have houses 
changed over time? 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



In this unit children will 
Key 

question  
Substantive knowledge 
Introducing children to basic historical facts, events, and figures. 
This includes teaching children about key historical events, 
significant historical figures, and everyday life in different 
historical periods.  

Disciplinary knowledge)  
Children are introduced to basic historical concepts such as sequencing 
skills, understanding cause and effect, comparing, and contrasting 
different historical periods, analysing primary sources (such as 
artefacts, documents, and pictures) and developing and appreciation 
for historical context and the ability to ask questions about the past 
 

 1 • Know that houses have evolved and changed over different historical periods 
• Know some simple facts about how changes and cost of available materials 

influenced house construction in stone age, Iron age, Tudor, Victorian and 
contemporary eras 

• Know about some of the living conditions and lifestyles of people in different 
historical periods (stone age, Iron age, Tudor, Victorian) through the study of 
houses. 
 

• Explore the concept of chronological order and sequence by putting the 
different houses into chronological order. 

• Discuss the reasons for changes in house construction and design over time, 
including advancements in materials available 

• Reflect on the differences and similarities between houses from different 
historical periods. 

• Begin to develop vocabulary related to architectural styles, construction 
materials, and historical periods. Stone Age Iron Age Tudor Victorian 
Modern 

Key Vocab  Timeline historical period facts materials available construction Stone age Iron Age Tudor Victorian Modern contemporary wattle daub mud sticks straw stone floors bricks 
glass window roof tiles rooms similar different architectural style chronological order sequence  

 2 • Know what things were like inside houses when people who are now 70 years old 
were children. 

• Know what furniture, toys, and specifically household appliances were common in 
houses during their childhood. 
 

• Begin to develop basic interviewing skills by asking questions to 70-year-olds 
about their childhood homes. 

• Compare the things found in houses of 70-year-olds' childhood to what 
children have in their own houses now. 

• Identify similarities and differences between past and present homes, such as 
changes in technology, furniture, or daily routines. 

• Understand how houses and lifestyles have changed over time. 
Key Vocab Furniture toys appliances household technology lifestyle leisure time housework lifestyle daily routines items common childhood interview past present  

 3 • Begin to understand the concept of an era as a specific period with distinct 
characteristics and events. 

• Know about the Victorian era as a historical period characterised by significant 
advancements and changes. 

• Know of some Victorian inventions that changed daily life, including the camera, 
telephone, car, vacuum cleaner, bicycle, and radio. 
 

• Explore the concept of an era and its significance in understanding historical 
periods. 

• Discuss the importance of significant inventions in shaping daily life during 
the Victorian era. 

• Reflect on the impact of these inventions on different aspects of Victorian 
life, such as work, leisure, and communication. 

• Develop vocabulary related to Victorian inventions, such as "camera," 
"telephone," "car," "vacuum cleaner," "bicycle," and "radio." 

 Era Victorian historical period inventions advancements daily life communication transport household appliances  camera telephone vacuum cleaner bicycle radio  

 4 • Understand the concept of housework and its importance in daily life during the 
Victorian era. 

• Know about some of the tools and appliances used for housework in the Victorian 
era, such as the iron, dolly, washboard, wash tub, and carpet beater. 

• Explore the concept of housework and its significance in understanding daily 
life during the Victorian era. 

• Engage in hands-on experiences with Victorian artefacts related to 
housework, such as the iron, dolly, washboard, wash tub, and carpet 
beater. 



• Know about the labour-intensive nature of housework in the Victorian era and the 
reasons why it took so long to complete. 

• Gain insight into the roles and responsibilities of individuals, particularly women 
and children, in carrying out household chores during the Victorian era. 

• Experience washing clothes using Victorian domestic appliances to gain a 
deeper understanding of the labour involved in housework during the 
Victorian era. 

• Discuss the differences between modern and Victorian methods of housework 
and the impact of technological advancements on daily life. 

• Reflect on how understanding how housework was done in the past enables 
us to understand how modern life is different from the past and begin to 
discuss the positives and negatives of this 

Key vocab Era Victorian housework chores domestic appliances modern contemporary past present technological advancements similar different leisure time impact  

 5 • Gain insight into how learning about homes over time provides valuable information 
about how the world has changed over time  

• Discuss how changes in homes over time can be used to learn about lives of 
people in the past  

• Reflect on the impact of technological advancements on the way housework is 
now done  

• Begin to develop critical thinking skills by considering the factors that have 
influenced changes in homes over time and their implications for domestic life 
and leisure time  

Key Vocab Present summarise finding conclusions presentations displays poster facts 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Year 1 Summer Term 

Why do we have castles? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



In this unit children will 
Key 

question  
Substantive knowledge 

Children are introduced to basic historical facts, events, and figures. This 
includes teaching children about key historical events, significant historical 
figures, and everyday life in different historical periods. 
 

Disciplinary knowledge)  
Children are introduced to basic historical concepts such as sequencing 
skills, understanding cause and effect, comparing, and contrasting 
different historical periods, analysing primary sources (such as 
artefacts, documents, and pictures) and developing and appreciation 
for historical context and the ability to ask questions about the past 
 

 1 • Know of William the Conqueror as a significant historical figure. 
• Know that William the Conqueror built the first castles in England. 
• Know that Windsor Castle and the Tower of London are important castles built by 

William the Conqueror  

• Begin to Recognise the significance of William the Conqueror in English 
history as the person who introduced castles. 

• Begin to understand some of the reasons behind the construction of castles 
during William the Conqueror's time. 

• Recognise the Tower of London and Windsor castle as some of the older 
castles in England  

Key Vocab Historical figure ruler castle introduced conquer king medieval era 

 2 • Know that castles are often built on hills or elevated areas. 
• Know the practical reasons for building castles on hills, such as better visibility and 

natural defence  

• Begin to understand the historical context of medieval warfare and the need 
for castles for defence. 

• Understand why castles needed to be located with good visibility etc for 
overlooking surrounding areas and deterring potential attackers. 
 

Key Vocab • Hill elevated visibility defence warfare area surrounding natural enemy protect attacker overlook located medieval era  

 3 • Know and name different features commonly found in castles, such as towers, 
walls, gates, drawbridges, and battlements. 

• Know the basic purpose or function of each castle feature, such as protection, 
defence, or providing living quarters. 
 

• Understand the historical purpose of castles as defensive structures. 
• Recognise some of the reasons that led to the construction of castles, 

including the need for protection against invaders  

Key vocab Features castle tower wall gate drawbridge battlement soldier bow arrows defence protect defence attacker invader construction  

 4 • Know and describe different aspects of daily life inside medieval castles, such as 
living quarters, food preparation, entertainment, and defence. 

• Know key roles and responsibilities of individuals living in a castle, including lords, 
ladies, knights, servants, and craftsmen. 

• Know the basic amenities and features commonly found within castle walls, such as 
great halls, kitchens, bedrooms, and courtyards. 

• Begin to understand hierarchy in the context of medieval society 
 

Key Vocab  Medieval era castle daily life hierarchy society   roles living quarters cooking entertainment  defence lords ladies knights servants craftsmen  

 5  
• Know that castles are important historical landmarks that provide insights into a period 

in the past (medieval)  
• Understand that studying castles can help us learn about daily life, and the social 

structure of the past. 
• Identify the importance of castles as educational resources for schools, museums, and 

researchers. 

. 
• Recognise the value of castles as primary sources for historical research and 

understanding. 
• Begin to understand the economic benefits of tourism related to castles, 

including job creation and income generation. 
• Begin to Recognise the importance of the preservation of historical buildings  



• Know that castles attract tourists who spend money on admission fees, souvenirs, and 
local businesses. 

• Know that preserving castles ensures that future generations can learn from and 
appreciate their significance. 

 
Key vocab  Historical buildings landmarks insights past studying importance education resource museum research benefit tourism jobs income preservation  

 

  Glossary of Year 1 History Vocabulary  
Teachers use definitions consistently when delivering the curriculum 

1. Battle: A big fight between two groups, like knights fighting dragons in 

stories. 

2. Benefit:  something good that helps us 

3. Before: something happening earlier in time,  

4. Battery: A battery is what makes toys or gadgets work by giving them 

power, like the heart of a robot. 

5. Castle: A castle is a big, strong building with tall walls and towers where 

kings and queens used to live. 

6. Ceramic: Ceramic things are made of a special hard material like dishes or 

pots that you might use at home. 

7. Childhood:  the time when you are young and playful, like playing with 

toys and friends. 

8. Cheap: doesn't cost a lot of money 

9. Chores: small jobs or tasks that you do at home 
10. Chronological arranging events or things in the order they happened, from 

the earliest to the latest. 

11. Communication: how we talk to each other and share information 

12. Compare looking at two things to see how they are similar or different 

47. Lifestyle:  the things you do every day and the places you go. 

48. Located: Located means where something is or where it can be found 

49. Lord: a man who owned a lot of land and had power and authority over 

others. 

50. Medieval: Medieval refers to the time during the Middle Ages, when 

knights, castles, and kings were around. 

51. Metal: Metal is a hard, shiny material that's used to make things like coins, 

tools, and jewellery. 

52. Museum: A museum is a special place where you can see old and 

interesting things, like dinosaur bones or ancient artifacts. 

53. Natural: Natural means something that's found in nature, like trees, rivers, 

or animals. 

54. Now: Now means this very moment  

55. Old: not new or  something that's been around for a long time 

56. Oral: talking, like telling stories or singing songs. 

57. Order: Order means arranging things in a specific way or sequence,. 

58. Overview: Overview means a quick look at something to understand what 

it's about, like flipping through the pages of a picture book. 



13. Common: something that happens a lot or is found in many place 

14. Conclusion: when you understand what happened or what something 

means after looking at all the information  

15. Contemporary: what is happening n 

16. Craftsmen:  skilled people who make things with their hands, like building 

wooden toys or carving statues. 

17. Document: A document is a paper with important information written on 

it 

18. Domestic:  something in the home 

19. Drawbridge:  a bridge that can be pulled up or down, like the ones you 

might see in castle. 

20. Display: showing something for others to see 

21. Electric: Electric things use power to work, like a lamp that lights up when 

you flip a switch. 

22. Elevated: Elevated means lifted up high, 

23. Enemy: An enemy is someone or something that is not friendly and might 

want to harm you 

24. Entertainment: to provide enjoyment or amusement  
25. Era- a chunk of time where things were similar for a long time 

26. Evidence:  clues or facts that help us understand what happened in the 

past 

27. Event: An event is something that happens 

28. Fact: A fact is something that is true and can be proven 

29. Feature: A feature is a special part of something  

30. Finding: A finding is what you discover or learn about something. 

59. Past: Past means everything that's already happened before now, like 

yesterday, last week, or last year. 

60. Period: A period is a length of time or a certain era in history, like the Stone 

Age or the Middle Ages.. 

61. Plastic: Plastic is a strong, flexible material that's used to make lots of 

things like toys, bottles, and containers. 

62. Poor:  not having a lot of money or things 

63. Popular:  liked or enjoyed by many people,  

64. Present: right now,  

65. Preservation: Preservation means protecting or saving something from 
harm or damage 

66. Primary Source something from the past that comes directly from the time 

it happened, like a letter, a picture, or an old toy. 

67. Protection: Protection means keeping someone or something safe from 

harm or danger,  

68. Question: A question is something you ask when you want to know more 

about something,  

69. Research: Research means looking for information or learning more about 

something, like reading books or asking questions. 

70. Ruler: A ruler is someone who has power and control over others, like a 

king or a queen. 

71. Resource: A resource is something useful that you can use or learn from, 

like books, videos, or the internet. 

72. Same: exactly like something else,  

73. Scientific: Scientific means related to science, which is the study of how 

things work in the world around us, like plants growing or stars shining. 



31. Generation: Generation means a group of people who were born and 

living around the same time 

32. Hierarchical: the way people are organized based on how important or 
powerful they are. It's like a ladder where some people are higher up and 
a have more power while others are lower down with less power. 

34. Household everything in your home,  

35. Housework: Housework are the chores or tasks you do to help keep your 

home clean and tidy,  

36. Impact: Impact is the effect something has on something else,  

37. Importance: Importance is how much something matters or is valued,  

38. Individual: Individual means one single person or thing, like you as a 

unique and special individual. 

39. Interview: An interview is when you talk to someone and ask them 

questions to learn more about them or something they know. 

40. Invader: An invader is someone who comes into a place where they're not 

wanted, like an unwelcome visitor. 

41. Iron: Iron is a strong, heavy metal that's used to make things like nails, 

tools, and pots. 

42. Job: A job is something you do to earn money or help others, like 

delivering newspapers or helping with chores at home. 

43. Knights: protected castles from invaders .. 

44. Latest: Latest means the most recent or newest,  

45. Lead: Lead is a heavy metal that's used to make things like pencils or pipes. 

46. Leisure: Leisure means free time or time when you can relax and have fun 

 
 
 
 
 

74. Sequence: Sequence means putting things in a specific order, like arranging 

your toys from first to last. 

75. Servant:  someone who works for another person and helps them with 

tasks or chores, like a butler or a maid. 

76. Similar almost the same but not exactly 

77. Source: A source is where information or things come from, 

78. Study: Study means learning about something 

79. Style: Style is a particular way of doing or making something, like how you 
draw or how you dress. 

80. Surrounding: Surrounding means everything that's around you or nearby 

81. Summarise: short explanation that tells you the main points or the most 

important parts of something, 

82. Technological related to technology, which are tools or machines that make 

life easier or help us do things, like computers, phones, or robots.. 

83. Timeline: A timeline is a way of showing events in order from when they 

happened in the past to now, like a story with pictures or drawings.. 

84. Toddler: A toddler is a young child who is learning to walk and talk, like a 

little brother or sister who's just starting to explore the world. 

85. Tourism: Tourism means traveling to different places for fun or to learn new 

things, like visiting a museum or going to the beach. 

86. Transport:  moving people or things from one place to another  

87. Tudor: Tudor refers to the time period when the Tudor family ruled 

England, like Queen Elizabeth I and King Henry VIII. 

88. Vaccuum: A vacuum is a machine that cleans floors by sucking up dirt and 

dust, like the one your mom or dad might use to clean the carpet. 

89. Victorian: Victorian refers to the time period during the reign of Queen 

Victoria in England,  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

90. Visibility: Visibility means how well you can see or be seen, like when it's 

foggy outside and you can't see very far. 

91. Wattle: Wattle is a type of fence or wall made by weaving sticks or 

branches together,  

. 
92. Warfare: Warfare means fighting or battles between groups of people.  

 



 


